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truths ; hut most persons who judge hy histo^, observation,
and experience, would flatly deny that these feelings neces-
sarily make for righteousness, or that the physical forces and
processes of the universe prove the divine benevolence. If
anyone considers closely the nature and complexion of
religions which have encompassed the hearts of great nations,
and reviews their origin and progress, it is easty to perceive
that a faith which contains mere pious fervent sentiments and
high moral lessons has never, as such, taken hold of an entire
people- Such a faith has usually heen preserved, in all ages
of culture, hy the refined intellectual minority, with a distilled
aroma of the popular creed, just sufficient to indicate its origin.
But Dr. Newman is right in saying that religion, properly
so called, has hitherto heen synonymous with revelation,
that it has ever been a message, a history, a vision.* And in
point of fact the Erahmists have made no substantial progress,
prpbahly because the sect can appeal to no authoritative
warrant or prescriptive sanction; while throughout the
greater part of India experience and observation of the
natural world tell directly against the assumption that the
deity is either just or benevolent. The argument from
the analogy of nature which Butler applied so unanswerably
to the deism of his time, is as effective \yhen used by
Hinduism against the optimistic speculations of India ; indeed
in India the deist is very much more puzzled than in England
to explain upon his theory the condition and prospects of
mankind; for if the visible world is directed by the divinities,
as both sides agree, there can be no doubt that in Asia the
system is at least very incomprehensible. And between the
two explanations offered, of terrible and capricious, or of just
and benevolent deities, the probabilities and prim<Lfacie look
of the case appear to the simple folk very much on the side of
the former; so that we begin to see that Butler's famous
argument from the analogy of nature is connected with the
ideas that lie at the i*oots of all religions which have grown
up out of this very analogy, that is, at the roots 'of all natural

* Grammar of Assent.